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Mike Key flew to the States this year to cover
the auto world's Street Rod Nationals. Bul on
his traviels he also pointed his lenses at
enough bike action to return with this

contemporary record of the land that
invenled customs.

LOWRIDER styling. turbocharging. engraving,
murals — this incredible Harley (top right —
an engine detail of which is featured on the
cover) runs the gamul of just aboul every
trénd that's hot in US customising today.
Photographed in the Los Angeles home ol
publisher Tom McMullen, who was shooting
it for one of his own magazines, this gemisa
show bike only.

Meanwhile, back in the Midwest a guy

namid Dave Bell not only draws cartpons for
MeMsullen's mags but alvo spec jalises in a
pinstriping service for bike and car bodywork.
The creations in the main pic and bottom
right shot show his work on a Harley 74 and a
21 Kawasaki built by Smith Brothers and
Fetrow, a custom house in S Paul,
Minnesota, where Dave is based, When he's
not busy crafting other people’s bikes and
cars, Dave chooses British for his personal
two-wheeled transport — a “57 650 Triumﬁh.
painted by himsell, of course (centre right).
With the lowrider cult holding firm for the
moment, you might think that more
traditional chops are about as welcome in the
States as a Morris Minor on the Pennsylvania
Turnpike. But it's just not £0, as the '55 Harley
panhead owned by Nick the Greek shows
(bottom left). High pipes and peanut tank —
where were vou in ‘627 The bike was snapped
outsade Mk s workshop, where the siream of
customers proves that he's no blinkered
tradiiionalist when it comes to all-round
custom work.

The black Honda-4 is typical of the classy
praducts built in California custom shops.
Rigid réar end and a mere teaplate for a front
brake, vet somehow it doesn’t seem
impractical in the easy-rollin® Golden State.
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MIGHT scenes al Porky's Dirive-Inin 5t Paul (bottom pic and top
nght), Porky's g the Cily's |'.J-:I--.'.-.‘m.! lise prnr-r ng (hattom? and stree!
racing and in among the lownder Chevvies and « hopped Mercurvs
You fing real working <hoppers ke the Harleys in the (op shot
Agparentiv, busingeds a1 Porky™s was dwindling 1241 until an auto
Club named Cruising Customs adopled the place as their social
nd Brought with them scenes straight out of Amarican
Coranirti, Mike ke heard that the mght after he visited th lace, the
turr even pined o the wdrig Diesmasd <l fmasd 3540 ing
Fic on the night shows the imterior of the Smith and Fetrow
readds, I vou have the money in your hand (o
buy any of these bikes, please sit on any one vou like. 1f not

DOST Liuile sD
Chopper shop on Beedh Boulevard, Lox Angeles, his exguisite

Customs drrdvied outside like any Five Star dealerin | ngla md [abovis
lust like rack “n” roll. they v Been saying for vears that the ¢ h-:p;}-_—r
15 about to die. Instead, the me-honoured ¢ h--p has adapted an
like ability 1o perpetuate itsell, mainly by using newer and

e sOPRIAICAted pover unils as they ppPear over the vears
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