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CHROME
IS

NOT
ALWAYS
THE
ANSWER.

BY DENNIS
ANDERSON

Though the spelling may be a bil
different, Buddha is a name usually
associated with the Orient. Therefore
it seems only fitting that ene Michigan
enthusiast, who has chosen a sound
alike appellative, should turn to Asia
for the powerplant of his custom bike.

Buda's machine sprung from a 1970
Honda Four. About all that remains
recognizable now is the engine. The
frame is complelely custom. It started
lifte as a custom effart by chopper
specialist Ron Finch in Pontiac, Michi-
gan. Buda re-modified the frame,
choosing a 15-inch fromt end. The
neck of the frame has been raised
three inches,

The frame and tank were painted by
Finch in shades of green and black.
Buda designed the tank, then he and
Ron made it a tfangible reality,

For the front end, Buda chose a
modified Finch springer, reversed the
stern, and built some custom rockers
tc complete it. A bold step was the
decision lo copper rather than chrome,
This was accomplished by putting the

pieces through a second coppering
process, instead of the usual copper-
then-chrome trip that is standard on
most custom bikes. Mo other matenal
has heen used on the copper |If's
open to the air and reflects some weird
changes from the engine haat. Greens,
blues, and purples appear along the
length of the pipes and remain until
they are polished off. Every lime the
bike iz ridden — zap — anather new
color array.

Buda's front wheel is a 21-incher
carrying an Avon tire. He may add a
disc brake in the future. The only in-
strument is an oil pressure gauge
which sits neally by the engine in its
anodized housing. Other touches of
green anodizing stand out from the
black engine and coppered pipes. An-
odized aluminum bolts held things to-
gether. Buda's dad, Burt, even got in
the action by fabricating the seat for
the scoot,

The sizssy bar is black aluminum,
iurned on a lathe by Buda. A glance
at the saddie bags indicatle that bikes
aren't the only thing that Buda is into.
He also tripped out on making the
windshield and the 6% quart custom
oil tank, as well as the copper pipes.
The pipes were fashioned from twelve
separate pieces (Harley and Triumph),
fitted, then combined into four com-
plete 134 inch pipes.

The starter button doubles as a
separate brake switch so you don't
have to push the brake pedal to ac-
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tuate the brake light, The control lav-
ers are all custom and the block for
the hydraulic brake was specially
made,

The 750cc engine that propels Bu-
da's scoeter is a 1970 Honda, re-
worked but kept mostly stock. The
¢arbs are from a '71 Honda. The clutch
is stock, but the covers were custom
rmachined out of solid brass. The final
drive ratio was altered by adding a 15
tooth counler shaft sprocket and a rear
sprocket of 46 teath.

To some, the name Buddha implies
a myslic feeling and perhaps that's
jusl what Michigan's Buda feels aboul
his copper Four. Almost any custom
builder who devotes as much time 1o
crealing a special set of wheels prob-
ably shares those feelings. ]
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