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THE FIRST TIME FOR 750's.

THE FIRST TIME EUROPE'S BEST

the vear of first’s

COMPETED.

THE FIRST TIME HONDA COMPETED.
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and = dozen other diffe
wonld confuse an accura
of the riders" abilities. 1-1:'.
and Hailwood's machines &ame
the same drawing board, and the o
external differences was Tri
being painted blue and the BSA red
If 2 comparison was to be made, these
two were the ones to watch.

Other controversial B3
be settled, too. Now

could ron a T50ce ma

viczon hs for a number ¢
was Fone. H-—-uwrr. in its

two-strokes were given a
the largest ava
ki or Kawasaki, the
haxz bping forced :n com
machine Je=z than half
largest four-strokes.

{ these Yamahas i
ivate owners, nearly 20
waz talk of a =eps
in the future. Not
one considers the
two-strokes availzbl
lack of incentive to Tace o
the faster T3l0's.

Qf the 500cc two-siroke
looked to have the best
wasaki had a brand-new
racer based on their Mach 0T strest
machine, but it was uniried In com-
petition snd might logicsall
pected to present some reliab
problem= in such & long grind its first
time out. Suzuki had been to I
before, and had managed

Lo

pment said j
were immaculs

an eifort
Daytona, In a bid T«
:'m— machines as light a3 peossibl
handle well and provide e«
ground clearance, all of thy
parts except the ¢ngine and
forks werne discarded

{frames mad
Surr r.u'ul




over 20 hp are fed by three 1-3/16
Amal GP carburetors and have three
exhaust pipes which meet in one com-
mon T n"ha“r that [ets out 2 scTeam

ike you've never heard before. .Z
"“":;.' iz neat and profession
5 ‘-ul.'ln:p ]r*-l:’E o 1?‘-.1‘:' arE . ...‘!'.j:._'
‘..4!‘. was {’rt;]npq.q.. i‘.‘. a Royal Air
Force wind tunnel. e huge tail on
the seat is evidence 1:r" the tu
since a few years apo when
Davidson spent some
couple of bucks, on streamlini
too showed op with large ssat

About the Triomph-BSA garage
were “r::‘.w-.-d spares that were more
¢vidence that they meant buosi
Among their party were representa-
tives of the Dunlop Tire Company,
Lucas electrical experts and even the
engineer who headed up the wind tun-
rel program. If any changes were
neceasary 0 get more speed out of the

5, the people were there who
i do it. But—as they found out
¥ in the week — they
d: they needed more relmability
they weren't zlone.
tke Honda garapge they were having
similar problems. Early in the week
Ralph Bryans had béen clocked at
over 160 mph, bot they couldn™t get
the bikes around the race track as
fast as their then-slower rivals. Nixen
and Hailwood were scorching the
track with record-breaking lap times
while the Honda bors could not pet
gnder the lap speeds of last year's
winner. Bot anyone who knew of
Honda’s racing background wasz not
discounting them.

A look at their machines
they meant businsss, "'_‘--._ b
prepared fours actually use
fied standard frame and were prob-

l"‘ l.:r

e TE,

ably the only machines at Daytlona
that used a sireet front brake. They

1. Gene “Burritlo” Romera pels some
words of encouragement from his
mechanic, Pat Qwens. Gene qualified
Triumph Trident on the pole and

rode it to second place in race.

2. It might look special, but all
the pieces of this machine are
available from American Honda, A
real do-it-yourself racer, it

closely resembles factory bikes.

3. A closer look at Dick Mann's
winning Honda reveals a2 red-line
of 9500 rpm and an oil pressore
gauge. Mann claimed he never had
{0 USE Maximum révs i race.

4. With the exception of the rough-
looking crankcase and cambox
castings, items like front brake,
forks and frame are from strest bike.
Paint jobs were metallic bronDe.

E. Triumph frames were far from
street-looking. although engines
were close to stock. Three Amal
1.3/16 carburetors supplied foel,
exhaust used 3 into 1 megaphone.

6. Front forks, oil cooler and
ignition coils were off streel bike,
but that's about all. Alloy ducting
forced cooling air through cylinders
but Nixon's still had piston biow.
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lifted the front dize jobs r:;.:ht off
their road version of the four. As a
precaution they bolted one both
sides of the front wheel; but it spea
well for them that they have =

bike brake good enough %o stop a 1s0
:..p.. FRCET.

The engines had been ¢
an oil cooler, but externally the
ed like any other four, In fzect, 2 cou-
ple of dealers had mod atandard
machines with a kit av

ble from
Honda, and the only visible difference
from the factory wversions was the
int job. Faetgry bikes were b
the kit pleces are red. There did
seern to be a little difference in pér-
formance, with the factory bikes hav-
ing a slight cdge.

Rumor had it the biggest pr
they were having was getting the
throttles to shut off when slowing
for corners. For some reasosn. the
slides in the ecarburetors wo not
rop all the way down when the en-
gine was running, and the riders were
g little nervous at the prospect of
having them stick wide open. Then
. the machines were very heavy and
hard to navigate in traffiec. ‘-"-'r.hu the
imble two-strokes could zip in
:::';:1 out of the smallest spaces, the
Hondas and to some extent the Tri-
umph and BSA's, could not change
{irection nearly as quickly.

By mid-week a pattern kad defi-
__'- Iy been established. The Hondas

ere by far the best accelerating ma-
chines on the track but gave awt
little on top zpeed to the Triumphs
and B3A's. The triples were all being
timed at around 160 mph, while only
the Honda of Ralph ﬂ-:,'._- L
reached that speed. On
section the triples seemed 2
managéable than the big
were hard-pressed to keep up with
smaller and lighter two-atrokes

Top speeds of the two-strokes were
no better than the 1536 mph recorded
last yenr, but lap times of some of the
fastér riders were on par with those
turned in by Hailwood and XNixon.
Man Hondn was the only one of
the four entered getting arvu
t could be considered competitive
mes by mid-week, but old
i."* ".-.-11.1 were not .arp*m-,—‘i..sr.n
| put anything with wheels right
nt with the lexders.
Wednesday's qu
coifld be z2een of

TOnYe,

Z’

e

H

vidson. When they did arrive, long
f::t'f" gave o clue to the problems they

were encountering, After a w
testing, some bugs still ¢
although the whole Harl
in Daytona, they were still

their machines. Rumor had that
they were seizing pistons, while
others felt that they were i
shape in the reliability depa eni
but needed zome more miles per houor

to get in the hunt. Fastest Harley
qualifier was Bart Markel =t 147

72 | MOTORCYCLE SPORT QUARTERLY




1. “Mike the Bike" Hawood came out
of retirement {o ride BSA Rocket 3.
He was in contention untdl BSA
sputtered to a stop on tenth lap.

2. Team Suzuki rider Ron Grant put
smaller 500¢ce twin up front by
half-way point only to run out of
gas and fry engine. Bike is one of
smaliest in AMA competition.

3. Twin-carbureted 750cc ovarhead
valve Harley-Davidsons were plagued
with problems all weei. Serpentine-
like exhaust pipe is necessary fo

gei both pipes the same length.

4. Tuner of the week was Californian
Don Vesco. A competent rider, this
year he chose to tune for Worid Champ
Kel Carruthers, came home with 250cc
win and fastest two-sirce gualifrer

at over 151 mph.

5. Surprise of the week were the new
500ce Kawasaki production racers.
They ran fast, they lasted, and

won more money for their piols than
any other machine in any class.

6. Based on the successful Mach Il
street machine, the racing version
had a special frame and forks and
outlasted many oider, well tested
machines. Should be continual threat.

. & good 10 miles per hour down
on Homero's Triumph and slower
in fact, Triumph,

d the smaller Yamahas, Su
zukis and Kawasakis had all turned in

beiter gqualifying times than the
fastest Harley.
A littde Sherlock Holmes work

turned up some answers. Harler was
having cooling problems.
ance of pistons scatte
Earamw, :'.::II'.! ].‘1:1L minuls
being made to
vieloped Wixom 1. g=
are air around the exling
¢ énough. By race day

» eliminate the contin
. Then for reasons that
¢¥ was at a loss to oxplain, they
siarted breaking valves
Their lack of speed over last yeass
machines was probably due more to
the zhort time they had o tune the
bikes at the racetrack, than the de-
ir new overhead valve en-
gine, for they were quick to admit
that the new engine had considerably

more muscle than the old reliable
flathaa; But that |r':ri., :\':;".L"Ih‘_‘_ J_'-?;lg-n,:—
lete fiathead had the last laugh. Walt

Fulton’s ex-factory model outlasted
&ll the overhead models for o well

deserved sixth place.
After two year: of knocking on the

in the bir class with oaly a 350,

ha appeared to be out of the
ar wilth the competition on 750",
By far the fastest Y (fifth

fastest qualifier

stroe)l was that

Il w=s not

speed of their
e twins was not a5 fast as the
year before when they Ead finished
wepcond, and their 1970 250°s were no
guicker cither. Apparently they had
ot enpinez that were laster, but
they were concerned over the relinbil-
itv. By race time they must Eave osed
at least one of the “pood™ engines
sinee Rom Grant's machine had im-
proved considerably over its gualify-
ing speed of 147 earlier in the week.
Gran: pet his Surcki righs op at the
front in the early laps aed was well
in the lead after Hailwood stopped
and Nixen dropped off the pace. Had
hiz Suruki not run out of gas a lap
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before it was due to pit, the outcome
of the race could have well been a
different story. But thats racing.

Kawasaki wns an unknown quan-
tity until Friday's Amateur race. The
new three-cylinder racers had shown
good specd nll week, topped off with
Rusty Bradiey qualifying at over 140
mph. When he won the Amateur race
with a 100-mph average, the possi.
bility of a Kawasakl winning the 200-
mile race bacame apparent. They did
have one problem — fuel consump-
tion. Bradley had to stop for fuel in
his winning 100-mile ride. which
meant at Teast two stops for the
thirsty triples in the 200-miler. With
the majority of the competition need.
ing only one stop, thiz put nbout a
30-second handicap on oll the Eawa-
snki rideors.

All of the Kawnunkis competing at
Daytona were privately entered. Faes
tory persanpel were present with a
large supply of parts aund willing to
help any rider who needed asslstance.
Rather than spend the vast sums of
money needed to muointain o factory
team, Kawasaki chodo instead to offer
competitive muachines for sale and
then add incentive to the private rid-
er: by payving genorous honuses for
winning. Rusty Bradley won $800
prize money for winning the 100-mile
Amateur ruce, but picked up another
25000 from Kowasaki, Had o Kawa.
snki won the 200:mile race it would
have been worth §10,000 to the win.
ning rider. Based on thelr first outing
nt Daytonn, it looks as though Knwa.
saki could well be paving out & lot of
thizs money before the zeason |8 over.

With aull the rumors floating
around, and the 180-mph-plus trap
times being recorded, the race would
have lo be pretty good not to be an
antl-climax to the woek's netivities, A
hint at what was to come could well
have been the 280ce combined race
held on Saturday. Although Yamaha
dominated, the first three positions
were filled by forelgn riders. Werld
champion Kel Carruthers seorched
around the track for o record-setting
100-mile speed of over 98 mph. Second
man home was Englishman Rod
Gould, with Conade's Yven du Hamel,
the winner of this event for the last
twa years, linishing third, The only
“Yank" 1o keep up with their rapid
pace was Gary Nixon, but hia Yamal
skidded to n stop with n seized
soon after the start, Much credit is
due to Carruthers who knd never be.
fore been to Daytona and had never
before ridden o two-stroke. He caught
on to both very quickly, and cne pon.
ders how well he will go when he gets
more familiar with the Yamaha.

SHORT TRACHK RACES

As though there [sn't enough activ-
ity at the speedway, on Friday and
Saturday night the speetators add to
their exhaustion by rushing over to
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the short trock roces. You have Lo
rush since inevitably there are turn-
away crowds. Last year the procoesd-
ings were given some added color hy
the presence of Barry Briggs, four-
times world speedway champion, a
sport that iz quite similar to Amer-
lenn ghort track racing. This year he
whie joined by the eurrent champlion
af this international sport, Ivan
Mauger (pronounced Major) from
New Zouland. Briges rode n Yamaha
250, while Mouger was Knwasaki.
mounted.

Both of the forelgn stars have o
completely different riding technique
than the Amerieans, and to suit this
technigue they have wvery different-
looking machines. The engines ure the
same ns ours, but the frames and
forke would look more at home on o
blcwele.

Ax Brige= explained it, “Your ma-
chines are built for the =straights, ours
are built for the corners.” The Amor.
fean riders rush down the straight-
awny, coast into the corner and then
turn the power on to come out. Brljpes
and Mnuger don't ever shut the power
off, Aw T.]u-.l.' :lppru:l.rh the corner
they throw the machine sidewnys,
move forwards almost standing above
the gns tank, and power arcund the
corner in a big broadslide. Unfortu.
nately, the two style= confliet. The
riders keépt geotting in ench others
wiy a8 their respective lines aroumnd
the corner intersected. When sl alone,
either Briggz or Mnauger could ride
nrouned the trock without ever shut-
ting the power off. But in traffic they
hud problems — problems that weuld
not hove existed if everybody rode as
they do. Or if they rode ns the Amor-
jeans do. As Muauger quipped in tha
pits, “The only similarity between
vour dirt track racing and ours, ia
that we both torn left.”

But in spite of the difference in
technique, both the visitors put on a
show that had the spectators serenm-
ing for meore. Plagued by buad luck
the second year in o row, neither of
them monaged to make the Main
Events although both won heat races,
After the Main Event on Saturdny
night, n match race betweon the two
foreigners and two Americans—HReith
Mashburn, who had won the Main
Event, and Larry Palmgren — wns
the highlight of the short track pro-
gram. After leading three of the four
laps, Mashburn was passed by Briggs
in a spectacular full-bore slide that
had & rooster tail from his back wheel
bombarding the spectators. Both sny
thoy will be back, and it's a surce bot
that all those spectators will, too,

200 MILES TO GO

Ruce day anywhere in the world
for any kind of race is the same, [t
has a quiet undercurrent of excite-
ment that is hard to describe, The rid-
ers who know they can win ure drawn
deep within themselves, contemplating
the strugglé ahead. They speak very
little, always find something to do to

kesp their hands busy, nnd stare at
the ground. Many are reluctant to
talk about the upcoming race, others
find some relief from the tension by
talking to thelr competitors and as.
suring themselves that they too are
norvous. Goggles jot cleansd more
often than thoy have been all week,
and the most unimportant items on
the machine must b checked as
though the race depended on them. It
is all merves; and they all feel the
same Way.

The front row hnd been declided
during Woednesday's time  trials
around the big oval, The Triumph of
Gene Romero, road tested elsewhere in
this issue, averaged 157.342 mph to
take the pole position. Sitting along-
side was Mike Hailwood on a BSA
with a speed of 152.005, Gary Mixoen
wns next with 1562827, and then the
Honda of Dick Mann with a speed of
152.671; 250ce winner Kel Carruthers
filled out the row with his Yamaha at
161.719,

TLap times during the week had
shown that Hailwood and Nixon were
about the fastest, but Mann had
turned in some laps very eclose to
them. Romero was down a little in
spite of hie very fast qualifying time,
while in the first few rows there were
several riders who bhad Inpped as fast
as Mann. It wes probably going to be
close for a while at least.

On the first lap around the big
oval, before dropping down onto the
road course, the Honda scrcamed
away from cverybody. As they en-
tered the infield, Mann still held the
lead but the Triumphs of Nixon and
Romere and the BSA of Hallweod
were right on his back wheel. Through
the infield the triples gained on the
Honda and by lap two Nixon and
Hailwood slipped by, Romero having




1. Between them, these three men
have won 2 total of 16 world
championships. Hailwood, center,
visits with Specdway stars, Barry
Briggs, left, and lvan Mauger. None
won & main event at Dayiona.

2. Young Keith Mashburn, No. 30, won
Saturday’'s main event, but had

fo take second to Briggs ina

special malch race. Short track races
were among best of the whole week,

3. Just minutes before the start,
Romero, Nixon and Hailwood talk
thingz over. Hailwood was well
liked by all and added trus world
importance to the annual svent.
He hopes (o come back again.

£. While the big factery tearms had
their own garages, the “poor”
private owners had to make do with
whatever they could find.

5. That concerned guy having problems
with his Yamaha was a lof happiér

a little later. Young Jerry

Christopher got his 250 together

and easily won Novice event. He's

2 comer, walch out Amateurs!

6. No. 75, Kel Carruthers, sef fast
time in lghiweight event, then

went on Lo win il. No. 81, Steve
McLaughlin, son of famous rider, John
McLaughlin, was fast 250 Amateur.

7. Rusty Bradley scored first-ever
win for a Mach 1l racer and took
home $5000 bonus from Kawasaki
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run off the road in his heetie rush to
the front through the twisty infield.
He stayed on board and rejoined the
race, but ns the race drew to a cloze
it became apparent that his little ex-
cursion onto Lhe grass might have coat
him the win. At the finish he was a
scant ten secondx behind the winner
and gaining. Ho lost more time than
that getting back into the race,

For a half-dozon laps Nixon, Hail.
wood and Mann were up front, fols
lowed clogely by Ron Grant’s Suzuki,
Carruthers', Yomahn and the new
OHYV Harley-Davidson of last year's
winner Cal Rayborn. Then Grant was
past Mann and leading. Nixon passed
him back, so did Hallwood — then
Grant wns in front again, all thre¢
of them pulling awany from Mann. But

3
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Hailwood's BSA sputiered to a stop,
and Nixon and Grant foond them-
tolves with a three-second lead om
Mann, who in torn was & few zeconds
ahead of Carrutherz and Rayborn.
Finally Nixon slowed =nd Grant
pilied well into the lead — a lead that
was- short-lived however, as his super-
fast Suzuki ran out of gas and seized
a pizton. Nixon's Triumph was =pui-
tering but still going strong. Mann
was catehing him. Then Nixzon disap-
peared completely and the Honda of
Mann had only {0 mainizin ifs hot
pace the remaining S0-odd miles to
come home a winner.

Thiz was to be harder than it
sounded. All of the other Hondas
were already out of the race and the
leading one was not sounding nearly
as healthy as it had in the early laps
Lap times showed that Mann was not
az fast as he had been earlier, but
at that time there was no one within
striking distance so he could well
have been taking it easy. As the Iaps
rolied by, Romero got closer. Then
closer. To the extent that Honda
team manaper Bob Hansen was keep-
ing Mann informed via blackboard of
his diminizshing lead. It was 25 sec-
onds, then 22 seconds, then 15 zeconds.
As the laps progresszed, those in the
pitz were making mental ¢alculations
as to how long it would take Romero
to catch the ailing Honda at the rate
he was gaining.

With three laps to go. Romero was
within 14 seconds. But Mann has been
racing for more than a little while.
He too wn: making mental calcula-
tions of how long it would take Ro-

1. Glr}f Nixon's protege, Gary Fisher,
rode “Nixon Enterprises” Triumph
o second place in Amateur event.
Youngster shows great promise.

2. Californian Don Emde and
Canadian James Allen do battie in
the 100-mile Amateur event. Emde
wound up with sixth place finish,

3. There is lots more to do at
Daytona than watch the races. The
famous beach sand is so hard that
cars use it to get from one end

of town to the other. Speed limit—=10
mph during the day; 15 mph at night.

4. Enduro riders get their fill toc.
The annual Alligator Enduro takes
them through Florida swampland
just like you see in the movies.
Snakes, alligators and everything.

5. Nixon, Grani, Hailwood, Mann
and a trailing Carruthers peel off
into the first turn. For many laps
they were this close together, with
Nixon usually at the fore.

&, Yamaha 350 vs. Harley 750. When
the leaders slowly pulled away,
Carruthers and Rayborn gof info a
race of their own. By the half-way
mark both machines had retired

with engine problems.

7. Main Street is the gathering
- place of all those spectators that
_rode to the race. Machines of
every description line the curbs.
It's a custom-lovers’ paradise.

mero to catch him and had a little
more in hand than people might have
suspected. Bomero kept up the same
pace, but Mann increased his a little.
Fourteen seconds is = long time, but a
mistake on Mann's part could eat it
up in & hurry. In spite of the obviouns
pressure, he managed to press the
Honda arcond a second or so quicker
and crozsed the line with a comfor:-
able ten-second-ples lead over Romero.

Back in third spot a race had de-
veloped between Canadian Yvon du
Hamel and Triumph feam rider Don
Castro. The little Canadian had %o
overcome a ten-second starting dizad-
vantage doe fo the stagpered three-
grid starting system that the AMA
had institoted as a safety measure,
and the fact the du Hamel had not
qualified and had to start in the last
row. However. he cacght the Tricmph
and when it appeared he would soon
paszs it, he pitted for a new spark
pivg. Theres were but three laps to go
and 2 pleg had literally come out of
the head. It was still attached to the
plug wire, but had unscrewed itself.
With a new one installed, he got back
onto the trask in fourth position and
stayed there.

So it was over. Hond= first, Tri-
umph second and third and a Yamaha
fourth. It had been & race only for a
short time. Afier the 100-mile mark
it become 2 relinbility contest with the
majority of the potential winners
watching the race {from the pits. Few
had picked Mann to do anything but
turn in = spectzcular-as-useal ride,
but there he szt in vielory lane. The
excitement that had been pgenerated
earlier in the week by the obvious aH-
out =fforts on the part of the major
manufacturers had fizzreled as one by
one their machines retired. The ques-
tion of who iz better then who was
answered for zome, but s atill in
doubs for others. Could the Europeans
beat Bz? Did we beat their best? The
question remsins.

HOW DID IT HAPPEN?

How conld the efforts of so many
manufsctarers end in failure? Does
the high attrition rate veflect on the
quzality of the road m=chines from the
perticolsr menofecturers? Many will
probably think o, but they will be
wrong. Disregarding the fact that
Daytona Speedway i= one of the most
demanding coursez on the engines in

the world, the menufaeturers had less
than six months to prepare new, une
tried racers to conform to the new
To0ce limit. In that shert time they
had to design, build, test and—hope-
fully — perfect 165-mph machines

based on existing strest machines
which were relatively new themselves,
Add to this the requirement of run-
ming 200 miles at an average spoid
over 100 mph, and it i3 surprising
that any finished at all.

Virtoally all of the failores that
cccurred were the result of insuffi-
cient time to test the new machines.
In a race as important zs Daytona,
any fzilure is a major catastrophe.
When the failure is actually ss minor
as z balt breaking or & carburetor vi-
brating loose, it is doubly painful for
the manufacturer zince it is some-
thing that bears little relation to the
quality of the motoreycle and relates
oaly to the need for more development
time. The public, however, seez only
the fzct that brand X finished =nd
brand Z didn't.

This whole state of affairs ha= becn
brought about by the fact that the
sport bhas grown faster than the or-
ganization that controls it, the Amer-
ican "Motoreyele Azzpeiation. Not =o
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long =go, the rider's owned main-
tained and rode their own machines
In fuct, the rules required that the
rider show proof of ownership. Today,
few of the riders own the machinss
they ride or do any work on them
whatsoever. The competing factories
have mechanics to do that and all the
rider need do is to show up at the
race and ride the machine.

Thiz in ifsslf iz not bad sines it
raises the rider into the category of &
troe professional athlete. Howewer,
the competing {actoriez represent
such a part of the racing picture, par-
ticularly in road racing, that the
AMA has been reluctant to discourage
their participating. This has led, in-
evitably, to specification eonfronta-
tions that more often than not have
been resolved by fitting the rules to
the machines, rather than vice versa,
and in many cases sidestepping the
rules sltogether. Again, this in jtself
is not bad, since progress offen T
guires modifications to rules that be-
come ouidated. Many of the coniro-
versial rules still exist, but are en-
foreed only with private individuoals.
the factories being allowed o sidestep
them. Compounding these inequities is
the fact that the rules for the wp-
coming racing seazon have in the pas=t
been made in November of the pre-
ceding vear. With the Dasiona race
being keld in March, this m=ke it ex-
tremely difficnlt for the factorSes to
conform to a2 major change, and im-
passible for the private owner. There-
fore, we fing the factories competing
with untried machines and the pri-
vate riders stock with lest yesr's m=-
chinery. Wilness the results of Day-
Lona 0.

This has hopefuolly been rectified
for the future with the AMA giving
manufacturers a foll vear before any
major rile changes will t=ke effect
It doex little for the private rider
since he is one step behind the mann-
facturers who must meke parts avail-
able in order that he may pse them.
The factories can use anything they
like, but private riders can only vsa
parts that the factory says are OE
to ose. This puts the private Individ-
eal out of the picture when it comea
to competing against the factory spe-
cials unless, as ix the case with a few,
the parts are made readily available.

If the factories choose not to make
partz available, the AMA enforces
the rules against the private rider. As
an example of what could happen, we
can lock again at the Triumphs and
BSAs entered by the factory at Day-
tons. There were six machinez. All
had =pecial frames, wheels gas tanks
and fivespeed transmissions. They
were legal since Triumph and BSA
submitted these parts az per AMA
rules. However, if an individual built
hiz own frame, wheels, gac tank and
fivezpeed transmission. for hiz own
personal Triomph or BSA, he could
not ose it in AMA racing onless Tri-
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umph and BSA told the AMA that it
was all right to do zo. Fortunaiely,
Triumph and BSA are very good in
encouraging private mdividoals and
have authorized such Rems in the
past, bot if they decided that they
didnt like a particolar design they
could prevent it from being used in
AMA racing with one of their en-
gines. If they g=ave the OK, 2nd the
machine was approved and the owner
then decided he would like to replace
the engine with zome other brand, he
wonld kave to go through the whole
thing again with the manufacturer
of the new engine.

For many years, Eonda was reloct-
ant to allow any changes to any of
their machines, If you raced a Honda
in the AMA, you raced with Honda
frames, Honda brakes, Honda gas
tank and Honda everything. Safety
considerations finally had them ap-
prove different brakes, but still only
the brakes that they decided were
adequate. With the success of their
Ti0ee four at Dagtona, they have an-
nounced the availability of a kit that
includes all the engine =nd chassis
parts that are needad to convert a
sireet machine Into a racer.

Suruki bas been very =zoecessful in
ro2d racing, bot nons of the machin-
ery that they use i= available. An in-
dividual can bay the forks and brakes,
since these are made by Ceriani in
Italy, but the frame, snd many of the
pariz of the engine are just not ob-

tainable. The AMA rule bock =tates
“It is the objective of the Competition
Congress 1o approve only such models
== are =vzilzble in the United States
through normal commercial channels
in sdegquste guantities to supply cus-

tomer regquirements, thus ensuring
that competition motorcycles can be
readily acquired.” Unfortunately, this
very admirable intent is nullifiad alce
where by several rules that allow
various items to be used if . . . “they
are endorsed by the manuciactorer.™
No reference is made to the guantities
that mopst be mode available and
therefore we see spoecial components
made by the factories, endorsed by
them, but used only on machines that
they themselves enter,

Endorsement of components applies |
to all items except the engine. In thix
respect, the rules are spelled out quite
clearly and yet they, too, go unen-
forced: *. . . manufscturers” crank-
case, cylinder and cyvlinder heads
from the approved model must be
used.” Few nse them on the factory
specizle, and what is more the AMA
will not examine the machines for
violations of thiz rule unlezz some-
one protests. Protests must be mads
within 30 minutes after the race has
been run and must be made by 2 fel-
low competitor — but thiz fellow com-
petitor is probably riding 2 machine
that violates zome rule or another ind
itz own tight. Needless to say,
are few protests among the top run-



ners since a counter-protexl cowld bhe
embarassing.

And 20 it poes. The machines devi-
ate more and more from the conecept
of modified street machines, Factory-
owned entriez have preatly widensd
the performance gap between them.
selves and the private owner, and
the private owner first loses races —
then loses interest in road racing gl
together. The manufacturers get la-
beled cheaters becausze of their ma-
chines — machines which are the way
they are because of the viclous circle
that is allowed to exist by the gov-
erning officials, Were the ruolez en.
forced, the munu:‘:.c-:-;rers wonld be
just ux happy, perhaps happier, than
they are now because they would not
have to zpend the vast sume thet are
neceszary 1o build machinez that bend
the rules just a shade more esch year.
Racing would still be exciting.

These problems exist mainly in the
area of rond racing; dir: track racing
still offers the private rider a chance
of winning. The =ame rules still ap.
pl¥, but the important ingredients of
a successfnl dirt track m=schine are
not a=z many, or as costly, az thosze
needed for road recing. The winning
machines are just as sophisticated as
the fiberglnss-enshrouded road racers,
but are much more specialized. They
don't need multi-speed gearboxes,
huge brakes and the ability to run for
200 miles at a time.

What can be done? Many things.

Any time one criticizes an exisging
method of doing things he shocld be
prepared to offer alternatives. We
have zomes. First, and the simplest
would be to enforce the rules as they
now exist. If this cannot be done, for
laek of manpower, political reasons or
whatever, -:L_'i.ngt the rules. If this is
to be domz, let's pattern the F_:{--
aftor an tirely new concept thz
will give the private individus] I.
same freedom in design as the fae-
tories hove
For one thing, forget about engine
diaplnfe"‘ nt providing that the en-
gine originated in a motoreyele. The
750°s will run nearly 170 mph now, 5o
what would they have fo fear from
2 bigger-sngined racer? Even wi
bigger engine the machine would =il
have to stop snd torn as well as po
fast. Another =tep forward would be
to eliminate the “manufacturer-ap-
proved™ clauce covering frames and
forks and th E:*.f: . and pravice a tech.
nical inspection team — as the car
TACETE 40 qt.a ified to determine if
something iz =zafe t0 use. Let safety
be the guideline, not whether or
not it iz approved by a partieular
manufacturer. Let the good old Amer-
jcan ingenuity be turned towsard mak-
ing advencements in racing rather
tting around the ohsolets

With these freedoms, 2 lot of weird
experiments would murely show up.
But their success, or lack of it, would

determine their o matter how
big the engine, or how uncooventional
the motorcycle in general, i it didn™
win, it “‘-&'.i'tl di SRppear.

And more likely than mot, -"a:; same
machines that are wir ¢ now. would
be winning. What '-x'»:,.-i be ac-

piill

complizhed, however, i= the relurn of
the i uners to  professionsl
racing. When machines that you could
*

oy were winning AM
wWErle many :,j]'l_‘.',‘l.‘.’_:_-
motoreyele developmene. T
are no more Tom Sifton
ams, C. R. Axtells, Gary Brays or
Bob Hansens. The winner's circle pho-
tographs of today’s races are crowded
with factory-ownad machines, fae-
tory-employed mechanics snd feeiory-
paid riders. The privateer has pone,
znd won't be back until he zrands 2
chance of winning.

1. For the first time in many years,
several brands of machines raced

for the lead. Of these five, only

the No. 2 Honda of Mann finished—1=f.

£. One by one the new overfiead valve
Hariey-Davidsons dropped out. This
one, an “obsolete’ sice vaive

model, was ridden to sixth place by
ex-Harley teamster, Walt Fuiton, Jr.

3. When the No. 9 Triumph pitted.
Dick Mann inherited a comfortable
fead. Here, Ron Grant and Mike
Hailwood, both leaders at one time,
prepare {g console the latest first-
place drop-out—Gary Nixon.

£. When the Honda was lorn down

for inspection, mechanics turned

pale. The camchain tensioner had
disappeared, and it was anybody's
guess how much farther the hike would
have gone. 200 miles was enough.

5. The best thing Mann saw until he
got the checkered flag, was this
sign from pit boss Hansen.
Paosition 1, plus 14 seconds.

MOTORCYCLE SPORT QUARTERLY / 79




