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Yanks
come
back

What o guy that Kenny Roberts proved
to be in the recent, fantastic Anglo-
American Match Race serigs. With only
just over 40 road races te his cradit, which
waould just sbout put him in line for an Inter-
national road race licence in the UK, he comes
to our short cireuits and promptly puts it
across riders of the calibre of Mick Grant.
Paul Smart. Peter Williams, Barry Sheene,
Dave Croxford, etc., alf of whom have been
scratching around Brands, Mallory and Oulton
for almost as long as | con romember!

Also, don't lorget that it was Kenny Roberts who
finished a very close second 1o Agostini at Daytona
and repeated the trick at Imela . . ., now who says
those Yanks can't road raco 7 In fact, but lor poor, old
Gary Nixon running out of petrol in the |ast race at
Quiton, the American team would more than likely
have beaten the British team in thig, tho fourth in the
Jahn Player sanes of races.

| spent some considerable time talking to Gary
Nizen, Yvon Duhamel, Gary Figher and Art Baumann
after the Brangs Hatch maating and | kmow that they
Wl oxpotting 10 win the gedes, | alsa had quite a
long discussion with Gary Mixon about the TT races
and altheugh he saamed interéstad, his one objection
to competing was the length of time he would have
te spend away from the States and the possibility of
missing some of the AMA championship mestings.
As lar as he was concernad, a forinight on the Isle of
Man was far wo long considering the rewards
offered by racing thera, Also, he didn't think he could
lgarn the circuit in the practice time available in the
week before racing and therefora, didn't stand much
chance of doing very waell on his first visit,

QObwviously, both are genuine criticisms of the TT
ond unfortunately, until soma golden-handed fairy
in the form of & sponsor comes along to brng evan
more cash to the races, thars is very little that can be
done to provide the cash similar 1o that offered at
Imola and Daytona, O course, tha answer 1o the
problem of practice 1o learn the 371-mile circult is
insuperable . . - thord i just no easy way of winning
anything worthwhile and, as far as | am concerned,




Metisse, the French
for crossbrad or mon-
grel, has slowly taken
on a meaning closer to
thoroughbred, The Matisse
frames built by Rickman have
a long pedigree going back
through a line of roadsters
and motocrossers all with a
reputation for fine handling.

The latest in this line, the 750
CH, wears a similar chassis
wrappad around an OHC Honda
fowr.

It's not s0 long ago that the
crowds flocked to ses the axotic
works racers. the then incred-
ible fours, and the café racers ran
around on pushrod twins. Now
the fashions have changed, the
CIrCI.IIT racers run two-st erﬂ
twins ; the multicylinder axotica
are still around but it's the street
racers who usa tham,

The one difference is that the
CR really has race performance,
the kind that could be embar-
rassingly uncomfortable on the
road, The first thing you leamn
about the Rickman is that it de-
mands respect and gets it But
once you'we established that
relationship, it responds to the
lightest touch and you can put it
just where you want it,

Emulating road racers has
always had its problems and the
Rickman suffers its share. Thers
are the usual things like the clip-
ons being too wide, the tank too
long, the controls awkwardly
placed and so on. A racer is
built around the guy who is
going to ride it. 8o it's obviously
difficult for a finter to put a
damonstrator tegether 10 suit a
series of journalists in a variety of
shapes and sizes.

controls

Fortunately for the customer
the CR is supplied as a chassis
kit and iz open to a fair amount
of tailoning. The biggest problem
lies in their understandable use
of the Honda controls.

Tha twistgrip is heavy in
operation, needs two handsfull
to get it open and didn't shut off
properly. The motor in ours was
a well-used hack K1 and later

models do have a better twist-
grip. although I'd still prefer a
quick-action one.

When you're taking a lot of
weight on the wrists, it's import-
ant to have light controls and
have them adjusted properly. The
front brake lever presented no
problem, but because the clutch
lever incorporates the switch-
gear with wiring which goes
through the handiebar, it was
impossible to get the lever low
enough to be comfortable.

The footrests and pedals suited
ma well enough, the gearshift
could be tucked in a bit further,
but | gather that thay are produc-
ing a lever linkage to give more
adjustment there anyway. |
wiould have liked the seat a little
further forward and a slightly
shorter fuel tank.

suspension

As far as comfort on this kind
of machine goes, the CR wasn't
too bad. The suspansion s firm,
but anyone who goes for this
bike will obviously ssttle for
handling gqualitias rathar than
maore luxurious springing. At low
speeds there is a strain on the
wrists, which dizappears as the
speed goes up and the wind
pressure takes more of the
rider's weight,

Fairings are enough of 8 nuis-
ance on a racer, with full street
equipment. they'ra even worss,
but the CR wouldn't be complete
without one and you just have to
live with tight runs on the cables
and a steering lock which is best
described as nominal.

Thesa little grumbles were my
introduction to the CR, a pretty
uncomfortable ride up from the
south coast after which | nesded
a good rest before taking the
machine out on to the test track.
There everything changed, minor
problems like comfort paled into
insignificance and evan the
weather improved as the Rick-
man settled down to some rapid
laps.

Despite the hack engine. tha
CR turned out 1o be one of the
Quickest roadsters |'ve ever
ridden. It guickly showed itself

the mongrel shows its pedigree_
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quite capable of using a lot more
power than the Honda was pro-
ducing and, in places, a lot more
than the rider was prepared to
use. The Rickman always seemed
to be well within its limits, no
doubt helped a lot by the fat
Dunlop on the back:

The gears were too widely
spaced to get the most out of it
on the track, but were reason-
ably well-suited to road ussa. For
handling and rideability. I've no
doubt that, given the powaer, wa
are talking about a 150 mph
matorcycla.

The Rickman feels a little
heavy, is deceptively fast and
always smooth. It is forgiving up
to a point. but you quickly get
the impression that it's to that
point and no more, that when it
did decide to let go it would do it
in a big way.

The suspension is firm but not
harsh and copes with bumps
very well. Even whan well
cranked over the CR's only re-
action to a bump was to go light
at the front, maybe skip a little at
the back and immediately settle
down again. Reaching for the
brakes in the wrong place had
much the same effect. but it
always stayed on line, felt rock
steady and you could brake hard
deep into a bend.

While the machine remained
steady and predictable one was
always aware that the rider had
to provide the margin for emor.
Possibly it's becauss you can
ride it so hard that you don’t

realise how much wvyou ame
loading it up.
clearance

With this kind of riding posi-
tion you'd expact everything to
be tucked away and it is. The
only points to ground were the
prop stand and centre stand
which would just graze the floor
on left-handers,

if the handling on the track
was its most pleasing featurs, it
got even better on the road. The
CR is obviously more st home on
fast roads, sweeping through
long bends, but the most amaz-
ing thing was its behaviour in

slow, congested traffic,

| wouldn't have belisved that
o big. heavy machine with such
a riding position could be any
thing mose than a pain in traffic.
But within the limits of its steer-
ing lock the Rickman kept its
tight. precisa handling all the way
down to walking pace. Thera
was not even a hint of a wobbla
and it could be eased through
gaps 3o small that there wouldn't
have been room to put a foot
dowin anyway.

As the CR filtered its way to
the head of a traffic queue it was
no problem to simply it there,

static, feet up, waiting for the
lights to change. I'd have been
pleased encugh 1o be able to do
that on a trials bike, let alone a

streat racer.

This basic steadinesz also
showed up under hard accelera-
tion, with evarything wound on
there was no lift, no spin, just go.
Only when the clutch was drop-
ped hard did it show a tendency
to weawve slightly.

The motor was & hack one
which has led a fairly hard life
but it was smooth and running
well, Everything we said about
the big Honda appliesto thisone,

except now it is in a chassis
which lets you use it.

The hydraulic disc brakes
front and rear ara more than up to
the CR's performance and this is
ane place where Honda's origin-
al equipment is really worth-
while. The front lever cum mastar
cylinder gives just the nght
amount of movement before it
bites and also gives more feal
than most other hydraulic sys-
tems. The powerful rear brake
is nicely balanced with the front
ong, the pedal iz more sensitive
than most and lets you use more
braking effort without either too

John Robinson rides the RIGKMAN GR
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RICKMAN CR
SPECIFICATION

braking distance
from 30mph
fuel consumption
(average)
engine type
{allthe 750 Honda
moters to K4 will fit)
displacement
bore x stroke
claimed output
ignition system
charging /lighting

gearratios
primary drive
secondary drive
whael aprockats

mph/1,000 rpm in Sth

fual tank capacity

oil tank capacity

tyres, front

rear

brakes front and rear

wheelbase

ground clearance

seat height

test weight

front/rear ratio

suspansion, front
rear

castor
trail

speedo amor
supplied as

list price
manufacturar

38

28 feat

42 to 45 mph
sohein-line four

736 em

61 x63mm

67 bhp at B.000 rpm

twin coil and cb

12-volt ac/dc from 210 watt alternator
via ragulatorto 14 a-h battery
14.01,9.67, 7.47,6.25and 5.26
triplex chain

simplex chain

48T standard

40T through 54T available

14

3.8gallon (noreserve)

6 pint

4.10x183TT100

425/486x18TT100

10 inch dise, hydraulically operated
56.5inchas

Binches

31 inches

449 1b

48/82

Rickman 2-way dampad telescopic forks
swinging arm with 3-position Girling
dampers

61 degrees

39inches

5 mph fast at true 70 mph

rolling chassis minus engine, stands,
battery. exhausts, wiring, hand controls,

Blc

£425 plus VAT

Rickman Bros. (Engineering) Ltd., Stam
Lane Industrial Estate, New Milton, Hants.

STREET RACER!

much concentration or the risk of
the back wheel hopping about.

Both brakes would make the
tyres squeal and drag the CR
down from any speed. There was
no fuss about it and it would take
a vary ham-fisted rider to lock up
the wheels,

Power, from even a hack
maotor, is all there. This one was
wide and flexible, without any
marked cam effect. On the gear-
ing we used, under slightly
favourable track conditions, the
Honda instruments indicated
124 mph while we recorded a
true 114. At the same time the
tacho was showing B200, nearly
into the redline. The tacho cable
broke before we could check the
instrument arror, but this was the
point whera the motor seemead (o
peak and gave the best gearshift
point on acceleration runs.

| feel sura the CR could have
pulled a higher gear on the
power available. It could certain-
Iy handle more power anyway ;
this chassis seems to be crying
out fora JapAuto 960 . ..

On standing start acceleration
the CR was quick, but not the
quickest machine we've tried.
Admittedly it wasn't timmed or
gearad for this kind of work and
proved difficult to gat off the line
fast enough. Compared to the
850 Morton, one of the fastest
and easiest machines to run
through the gquarter mile, the
Rickman felt as if it wera picking
up faster at the top end, although
it was appreciably slower over
the full distance. It's real punch
comes in when you open the
taps in the mid-speed range.

From performance testing on
the track, through rush-hour
iratfic to open road riding, the
fuel consumption didnt vary a
lot. Owerall we were getting
around 45 mph, which is respect-
able when you consider that

most of the time we warg using
tha performance. One thing the
CR might need is an oil cooler, |
don’t know if the oil was getting
anywhera near critically hot, but
it cerainly ended up warmer
than usual.

While | can sea room for a few
improvements, mainly to tailor
the machine individually, there's '
hardly a flaw in the styling and
detail finish. From the brazed
frame joints to the GRP mould-
ings tha CR smacks of quality.
The padded portion of the seat
clips on to the base, is easily re-
moved and refitted, but the base
is solid. There is room in the rear
hump for a useful tool compart-
ment and it's a pity that this
couldn’t be usad.

All in all this is a most impres-
give machine. Definitely an en-
thusiast’'s bike, but despite the
café racer image it's the kind you
could take home to meet your
mother . . . and when Rickman's
bring out their dual seat you
could even take her for a ride on
it. It's a machina for the rider who
would like a Laverda but who
happens to have a Honda engine
hying around.

MOTORCYCLE MECHAMICS



Rickman HONDA C.R.

YES, WE HAVE DONE IT AGAIN. THE
COMPLETE PACKAGE! WE WILL TEACH
YOUR CB750 REAL ROAD HOLDING,
GIVE IT SUPER POWER BRAKING AND
GIVE IT STYLE.
HOW!!! READ ON

ONLY £425 4 V.A.T,

USE THE CHASSIS SHOWN ABOVE

THE FINISHED PRODUCT — A REVELATION
RICKMAN ENG. LTD. STEM LANE, NEW MILTON, HANTS.

Tel:613838
RUSH DETAILS TO

BMAME........

ADDRESS .-

VALE ONSLOW LTD

RICKMAN CR RACER KITS FOR
HONDA 4s & TRIUMPH 650 & 750 TWINS
NOW IN STOCK

104-116 STRATFORD RD, SPARKERODK, BIRMINGHAM 11
TEL 021-772 2577 /2062

R.G.M. RACING

RACE AND ROAD CHASSIS KITS FOR
TRIUMPH TRIDENT AND 650/750
TWINS. RACEKITS FOR NORTON TWINS,
AND ROAD KITS FOR HONDA 750

PLUS THE RICKMAN MOTOCROSS RANGE

WINDSOR WALK. LUTON
TEL. (0582) 28380

R.G.M. RACIN

S racing equipe

814, HIGH RD., LEYTON E10. TEL: 01-539-7035

LOMDON'S MAIN AGENT .

For Rickman Frame Kits = P ey
Price £467 Dep. £47 e by e
ORDER NOW! .

e QRTOM !
COMMANDD MKIA
List Price Owur Price Dep.
£E40 L7195 £80 £7ee £T3% T4

List Price Qur Price Dep.

HOMDA YAMAHA

LIET OUR LIET OUR

PRICE PRICE DEP. PRICE PRICE DEP.

CaFsD L¥79.00 LAPR.00 L9000 ROIS0D C540.00 L504.00 £51.00

CRILD £545.00 (LSIT.00 ALSLOOD RD2IS0 £510.00 £489.00 £49.00

XLa50 £4B9.00 £449.00 £43.00 RDIZS £IR0.00 £328.00 £30.00

CBASOGS SUZUKI

Drisc. £48%.00 £475.00 £48.00 GTS50L L7900 E£68600 L7000
GTTS0 CE¥9.00 LA39.00 LB&.00

109, DEPOSIT ON ANY MODEL

Main agents for Honda, Yamaha, Morton, Trumph,
Bennelli, Puch, Suzuki,

All availlable from stock.

Customising and accessory catalogue available 25p.

MOTORCYCLE MECHANICS



